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"To be a driver IN aN historic f1 car...
I can't think of anything better than that!"
Ian Simmonds

FIA Masters Historic Formula One and
FIA Masters Historic Sports Car Driver
In this Masters Special Feature, we talk to Ian about his time with Masters and in
motorsport, as well as the impact of Covid-19 on the world of racing
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Ian Simmonds at Donington Park

LOCKDOWN...AND BACK TO RACING
Q. Before we go into racing, how did you keep yourself busy the past few months in Covid lockdown?
"Keeping busy? I’ve never worked harder and in a more stressful moment in time like this one!
I mean, we’ve never known anything like this. There are so many unknowns – it’s not just a medical
crisis, but there’s the economical and human side of it as well.
My main business is House of Flags – we make flags, banners and displays. May and June have still been
reasonable because of several orders for corona-related banners, social-distancing signs and such, but
most of our work is with corporate customers, and that includes the events business and motorsport –
all that is pretty dormant now. Car companies are another big market for us. While some are pushing
very hard on the marketing side, others are cutting down. We normally have 60 people in, but we are
working with 20 now. Many have been furloughed, and some are now scared to come back!”
Q. It is a very different time for all. Maybe you could take us back in time, just for a moment, to a more
normal racing world? Tell us about how you got into racing...
Many years ago, I started doing track days with my road car, a TVR. I really enjoyed it, and wanted to
do it more, so around 2006 I bought a Radical, as the factory is only 10 miles away from here. I got the
SR4, which is the smallest one, and whilst I was buying it they said ‘You should come racing!’ They are
absolutely fantastic cars, bike-engined, just like small Le Mans cars. On my first track day I was miles
quicker than anything else around – which was easy because the rest were all road cars, but it boosted
my confidence. So I got my race licence and went to a Radical race at Silverstone. I started quite
happily, but at the end I couldn’t believe how slow I was compared to the actual racing drivers!”
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"AND THEN I ENDED UP BUYING
A TYRRELL 012 FORMULA ONE CAR…"
Ian Simmonds in the Tyrrell at Brand Hatch

Q. How did you start in historic racing?
“On the industrial estate where I am, I sold one factory to Geoff Richardson and another to Sid Hoole.
So every time Sid warmed up a Lotus or something, I would walk to my window to see and listen.
Talking to Geoff, I was complaining about the costs of racing the Radical, and then Geoff said, ‘You
should look into historics. You’ll still have the running costs, but not the depreciation’. And then I
ended up buying a Tyrrell 012 Formula One car… Yes, it sounded like a good idea at the time! So on the
first test day at Brands I started the engine, and for the first time in my life I said to myself, ‘Ian, turn
off the engine, step out of the car, and walk away’. I suddenly realised it was the stupidest thing I had
ever done. But I didn’t turn it off and went out. On my first laps, I was nervous for the car and for
myself, paying careful attention to not buzz the engine, and it took several events before I had any
confidence in the car. It’s been the steepest learning curve in my life.”
Q. Your first-ever Masters event?
“It was the Masters Historic Festival at Brands, and I remember sitting on the grid thinking, ‘What am I
doing here? This is crazy!’ But once the race got going, I didn’t worry about the competition, only about
myself. I like to learn.”
Q. In it to win it – or just for fun?
“I don’t think anyone races if they’re not competitive, but the biggest thing is the privilege of driving a
Formula One car. I still think sitting there on the grid, ‘There’s a JPS Lotus… There’s a McLaren… how
did this happen?’ I’m not a 20-year-old anymore, so success is sort of irrelevant. I want to improve on
what I’m doing – if I haven’t performed to the level of my expectations I can be really frustrated.”
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"TO BE A DRIVER IN AN HISTORIC F1 CAR…
I CAN’T THINK OF ANYTHING BETTER THAN
THAT"

Ian Simmonds on a wet track session in the Tyrrell

Q. Your best day in motor racing?
“The first meeting that comes to mind is Spain six of seven years ago when I was racing in my Tyrrell
against Greg Thornton for the title – he won one race, I won the other – but when I think of it longer,
the 2018 Le Mans Classic comes to mind. Geoff Richardson asked if I would like to share his Lola T292,
and in one of my stints, at 2am in the morning, I was in the car thinking ‘I cannot believe that I’m doing
this!’ The experience was so mind blowing, it was just like a dream…”
Q. Best car you ever drove?
“The Tyrrell 012, I think so, yes. I’ve got an E-type, a Junior and a T70 Spyder, and all are awesome cars,
but to be a driver in a historic F1 car… I can’t think of anything better than that. Last year, someone
wanted to buy it, but I said no. It would be like giving a dream away, and it’s a dream that should
continue.”
Q. Worst car you ever drove?
“I don’t know, really. I don’t drive many cars belonging to other people and think ‘Ooh, that’s awful…’”
Q. Your favourite circuit?
“My immediate thought is Zandvoort. It’s technical, twisty and turning, in a lovely setting, and the
hospitality is wonderful too. My family and I always enjoy Zandvoort greatly. But as I haven’t been
driving all my life, I love them all, really. They are all still a challenge for me. I’ve now done Monaco, and
last year I did the Revival for the first time, and really want to do that again. But there isn’t a track of
which I would say, ‘Oh, come on, Ron, we should go there or there!’ I love all the circuits on the
calendar.”
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“I PREFER RACING AMONG THE GENTLEMEN
DRIVERS BUT FIND IT FASCINATING WATCHING
THE REALLY GOOD DRIVERS”
Ian Simmonds in the Lola T70 Spyder

Q. The rival you fear or respect the most?
“No particular ones come forward. Masters has a wonderful mix of drivers. I prefer racing among the
gentlemen drivers but find it fascinating watching the really good drivers. I judge myself against myself
– if I put the effort in and get the result, I’m happy with that. Of course, Martin Stretton has been
driving the sister car to my Tyrrell 012, and his skills are far beyond mine. But it’s good – he shows how
much the car is capable of…”
Q. Your best mate in the paddock?
“Oh, there are so many people! Simon Fish and I go back to the Radical days, Phil Hall comes from the
Radicals too. You know, historic racing seems to attract a different group of people compared to
modern racing. From guys running a huge business to people running a car on a shoestring, they all
have their own stories, but we all share a passion. In modern racing they are solely focused on winning,
but we have a passion for the car, and we enjoy the camaraderie and the fun just as much.”
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