
“When I was eight years I was already  
  marching around the IMSA races” 

Spencer Trenery
Driver in the Masters Endurance Legends USA Series

In this Masters Special Feature, we talk to Spencer Trenery about 
his early years in motorsport, favourite racing memories and his 
racing journey with Masters.
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Masters Endurance Legends USA driver Spencer Trenery raced in the ALMS, Grand-Am, IMSA, FIA GT and the 
SCCA before gradually shifting his focus towards historic racing. With his Riley MkXI DP, he entered the Masters 
scene in 2019 to be on the pace from the start. We talked to Spencer after he clinched this year’s title in the 
Masters Endurance Legends USA Proto 2 class, having taken his ex-Suntrust car to no less than four wins.

How did you get into historic motor racing?
“I guess I started early in the grand scheme of things. My family was active in motorsport, my father raced, and 
I was at the Motorsports Reunion as a small child, playing with Legos and pedalling around on my bicycle. As 
many aspiring youngsters do, I raced go-karts between nine and sixteen years old before competing in amateur 
auto racing events. I then started to race sedans and touring cars in the SCCA on a more serious basis, while in 
1996 I first entered historic racing through the Classic Sports Racing Group, a relaxed West Coast sanctioning 
body. It remained a minority focus of mine while I raced in the SCCA trying to develop myself as a professional 
racing driver up until my late twenties, but then the phone started ringing less and less. 

At the same time, historic racing started growing and became more serious. So I relaxed my efforts to become 
a professional driver, and towards my late thirties historic racing became increasingly interesting. Now, I’m 
quickly becoming a historic artefact myself, and the Masters series allows me to continue racing in the cars I 
grew up with and was racing while I was a professional.”

Meet Spencer Trenery
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“I’ve really come to like the Masters  
  Endurance Legends USA race format”

Your first-ever Masters event?
“My first time was at the Sonoma Speed Festival in 2019. I was aware of the existence of Masters, it was just 
not apparent to me that Masters was active in the structure of that event. Then, I learned that Masters in fact 
organised the Historic Formula One and Masters Endurance Legends grids at the event in cooperation with 
Jeff O’Neill, who called me to ask if I was interested in competing with my Riley DP. I was aware that they had 
a series which IMSA cars were eligible for but just did not understand that they allowed cars in that were this 
recent, so I was surprised to find that my Riley was eligible. You know, just two years ago on the West Coast, 
there weren’t many appropriate venues for the Riley to participate in, so I’ve really come to like the Masters 
Endurance Legends USA race format.”

In it to win it – or just for fun?
“It’s fun to be in it and win! In general, though, there’s no prize money, and I’m not expecting to be phoned by 
some major team owner. So it’s more about trying to extract the most performance from the car. You know, 
everyone has a budget, and lots of that goes into the tires, so working with the team to utilize the tires to the 
maximum is very gratifying. I’d rather finish third and extract 99% performance from the car than extract just 
85% and have a runaway win. That will make me feel more credible as a driver. It’s not the only thing in life, so 
today it’s more important to maximise my efforts than walk away with the trophy. Also, the car that we compete 
with is reliable and safe, but far from the optimum tool to win a Masters Endurance Legends race with, so 
moving forward with that will be more difficult once more recent cars come in – which I applaud.”
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“I won a national championship...  
  on my birthday”

Your best day in motor racing?
“I’ve been fortunate that there’s been a lot of great days but my best 
day, by happenstance, came on the morning of my 39th birthday 
when I became an SCCA GT2 National Champion in a TransAm 2 
car. I had qualified with a Porsche Cup car but then switched to 
this tube-framed Chevrolet Camaro GT car. I put it on pole 
and ran away with the race! It was the first time in my 
life I had won a national championship and it was 
really good to do it on my birthday…”

And your worst day?
“In the family, we did a lot of endurance racing on an 
amateur basis. There was this four-hour endurance 
race that was very important to my father, and 
we had already won it in two different years. We 
drove two cars – a Mazda-powered Lola sports 
racer and an Acura RSX touring car. I started in 
the Acura and was supposed to change to the Lola 
later on. We had a long yellow, and while I was 
warming up the tyres I just wasn’t paying attention 
and ran up the back of another car. He was slowing 
down, I was looking at the gauges or something, I don’t 
know. Then the sports racer came in, and I pitted with the 
damaged Acura, and I realised it made sense to jump in the 
Lola. I went out of the pits, still under the same yellow (which I 
had extended!) and was at the back of the queue when I thought 
that it would be a good idea to pass the leader and get a lap back 
as soon as the yellow ended. So I executed a fairly aggressive pass 
on the leader but he didn’t expect it, turned in on me and smashed 
the front-end off the Lola… So under the same yellow I managed 
to crash two cars in different classes in the same race! When I 
went home and sat in the car I thought to myself, ‘How bad must 
I be as a racing driver!’”
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“I once competed in the Dakar rally  
  with a friend... in a side-by-side buggy”

Best car you ever drove?
“When I was eight years I was already marching around all the IMSA racers, and then at the turn of the century 
I got the chance to drive one myself: the Riley & Scott MkIIIB that I raced in GrandAm and the ALMS. Powerful, 
great-looking, those were the ‘Can-Am cars’ of my era. I must say that they were great cars to drive.”

Worst car you ever drove?
“I’m not even sure if it qualifies as a car! I once competed in the Dakar rally with a friend as my co-driver, and 
he had this little side-by-side buggy in which we attempted to cover those 11,000 kilometres. I think that was 
the most horrible vehicle to take into a competition event – horrible to fit in, horrible to work on, horrible to be 
in traffic in.”

Your favourite circuit?
“That’s a clear answer for me – the Nordschleife! I’ve been fortunate to have competed in many races there, 
including thirteen 24-hour races, and it’s just the most wonderful thing to experience. It’s not the safest of all 
and not the easiest of all, but basically, you have the effect of all your favourite circuits rolled into one. Not many 
Americans have competed in the VLN races but to me it’s absolutely wonderful. I have managed to get other 
American drivers interested, and they will now all say the same thing!”
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The rival you fear or respect the most?
“All the Masters events that I have done have been contested on US soil, and I have spent a lot of time on the 
race track with Travis Engen and his Audi. Those Audis are cars that have had unprecedented success, and I 
have raced against them professionally. I also have a lot of respect for Travis, not on a competition basis per 
se, but he has a tremendous amount of spatial awareness. You can expect him to know where you are going 
to be, and I know where he is going to be. So we’ve had a lot of friendly on-track battles that have been very 
satisfying to me as well as entertaining to the crowd, in that it was fun without the ‘Wow, that was a little too 
close!’ feeling. I’ve developed a lot of respect for his approach to motorsport – he is very analytical, watches all 
of his videos. So I’ve really enjoyed spending time on track with Travis. 

When lapping cars, however, I’m on pins and needles, as the closest calls have usually been when I lap the 
slowest third of the group. So in terms of fear, you can depend the least on them with respect to spatial 
awareness and flag awareness, as they are working at the maximum of their personal level, and that leaves very 
little space for knowing what goes on around them. So I definitely try to allow as much as I can – without losing 
a position!”

Your best mate in the paddock?
“I would say Steve Romak, who is an avid competitor but also a great friend. Steve and I have known each other 
for 25 years now. We do lots of off-road motorcycle riding, we go camping together, we do business together, 
and his father and my father go back a long way. I’ll race him as hard as I can on track, maybe even harder, but 
outside of racing we are really good friends.”

“We do lots of off-road  
  motorcycle riding”


